[Central apnea in newborns].
Three neonates had diverse kinds of central apnoea. The first child, a girl aged 3 weeks, had an upper respiratory tract infection caused by the respiratory syncytial virus; she was intubated and needed ventilatory support for three days. The second patient, a boy of 17 days, had an Arnold-Chiari-malformation with apnoeas treated with a carbonic anhydrase inhibitor (acetazolamide). The third patient, a boy of 5 days, had central apnoeas of epileptic origin and was treated with phenobarbital. All three recovered well. If in an infant with apnoeas no paediatric explanation is found, and the child is neurologically at risk, it is advisable to make an EEG to determine if an epileptic substrate is present, even in the absence of motor phenomena.